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WITH the advent of the crustacean season, when

mollusca ostraedae on the half-shell "R" In

son, and the macurous decapodons is invitlr
"billed to make Its Fall debut in "a live broil," I am ca

upon by a faiT correspondent to quote a poetical alius
to the lobster, and also to give the origin of what was o

a very familiar saying: "As difficult as to give the 1

cost of the lobster,"
The first of the queries is somewhat difficult, ow

probably to my limited poetical repertoire and the mea

recognition which the poets have bestowed upon sub

popular character.
I can find but one allusion to the lobster in any b

that comes nanay, ana as it is not mucn to tne point, m;

possibly be Introduced into a medley of quotations fi

other authors for the Information of our fair correspc
ent:

"I only know she came and went (Low
Like troutlets in a pool; (Ho
She was a phantom of delight, (Wordswor
And I.was like a fool. (Eastm;
One kiss, dear maid, I said, and sighed, (Colerid
Out of those lips unshorn! (Longfellc
She shook her ringlets round her head, (Stodda
And laughed In merry scorn. (Tennysi
Closing his heart, the Judge rode on, (Whitti
As a lobster might have done. (Hoi

The second query regarding the origin of the old phrs
"as difficult as to give the first cost of a lobster," accord
to "Notes and Queries," 'originated in the House of Rei
sentatlves during the bitter war over protective tariff
tween John Quincy Adams and Andrew Jackson, in 1
when the latter was elected in opposition to what n

J-lou/ tf?e ftirpiture U,
IN that story of the housewife who purchased $75 wo

of furniture by paying $5 down and the balance at
rate of $5 per month, but who could have settled

bill for $65 cash, it was required to know just what int
est she was paying for the use of the money.

It was said that it was a confusing problem for
average person, but who would have thought that it 1

completely baffled our corps of puzzlists, mathematicii
and expert accountants, who are supposed to be famil
with such ordinary transactions? Some went so wide
the mark as to claim that the 510 represented interest
575 for fifteen months! Others that it was for fourtt
months, and some that it merged into a question of p
tial payments, which would average for seven months.
I find myself arrayed against an army of mathematiciE
and puzzlists, who solve this problem according to esti
'.ished rules, I wish to say that I do not consider it a qu
tion of algebra or mathematics, but a business transact;
to be analyzed by the facts in the case.

The terms called for a cash payment of 55 down to

fin with, then the purchaser may complete the transact]
by a further spot cash payment of 560, or by fourtt
monthly instalments of 55 each. It is evident that the pi
chaser would have to pay 510 for the use of that 560, so
ic o.,., V>^n, lAntr . V, ^ Viao +V>a ilea nf It SJVio Viae t«A IV,r. ^

month, 5*5 for the next month, 550 for the next, 545 for t

next, 540 for the next, 535 for the next, 530 for the next,
for the next, 520 for the next, then 515, 510 and 55, making
all 5390 for one month, for the use of which she is now to p
$10, which would be at the rate of 5120 for a year, whl
would be paying interest at the rate of 30.769+per cent
the use of the money, which is the correct answer to t

problem from a business standpoint. Take the sums c

creasing from 530 down to 55 and computing one month's
terest on each at 30.769+per cent interest and it will amou

to the 510 which the purchaser then has to pay for not ha
ing put down that 560 spot cash. The question at the tii

THE PUZZLE THAT BAEI
ANTIQUARIAN.

T TERE Is a sketch of what ap- Many guesses
I I pears to be a very ancient based upon the
* tombstone, which for several vian and Prenc
centuries has puzzled the good citizens made according I
of Littlewiek Meadow, a pretty rural it has fallen to
village in Surrey, Just away from Lon- guished puzzlisl

don. taken up his r«

Many attempts have been made by Meadow, to prov
noted antlquf.rians and archaeologists and simple tran
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time of the early Normons, under satisfactory rea
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rth of the two last payments of this $10 lnl
the cern the problem, wh^ich was to determi
the terest the purchaser pays for the use
er- for one month is equal to $32.50 for a

terest on which at 30.769+interest woulc
the The problem was based upon an
iias transaction, as practiced in every city <
ms and with which every one is supposed t
,iar question has often been asked and as
of the press, and yet none of our puzzlists
on and I have never seen the correct answ
;en things occur frequently,
ar- ^'

THE SILK PROBLEM
»»- ANSWER.
esM
'°11 IJVVINt explained how the silk

I I manufacturers have introduced
be- the custom of selling silk thread
[on by length and strength, irrespective of
>en w^ight or bulk, so as to prevent adulteration,it was asked: Which is the

urj cheapest, to buy 750 yards of 9 pound
strength thread for $1, or 975 yards of

,ne 8 pound strength thready for $1-25? It
^e was explained that the strength meant
S25 that the thread would be able to susintain that number of pounds weight
ay without breaking.
ch It seems to be just as contrary
for to the rules of mathematics to

multiply the yards by the num-
ber of pounds as it would be to attemptto multiply $10.50 by $2.90, and
yet we are compelled to multiply somentthing "by something else despite the

LV" mathematical professors to the connetrary, for 750 yards of 9 pound strength
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THE ORIGINAL LOBSTER CATCHERS

LOBSTERS AS THEY GET LOBS"

LINGS. THE PROBLEM, Tl

YORE, WHAT IS THE FIRi

representing 6,750 units of strength for
$1, while 975 yards of 8 pound strength
would be 7,800 units of strength for
$1.25, or 6,240 units of strength for $1,
cr» tV»c* Q nnnnrl fViroo /i ici o c?
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cheaper as 6,750 exceeds 6,240. The foi
mec is 7 5-9 per cent cheaper, whic
answer was not given by any of ou
mathematicians or silk merchants wh
attempted to unravel this puzzlin
skein.
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r to tf?e problem of
the precocious chicken which felt that it as "sn
with a mission to reform things and to ical fr
itator, or more probably a broiler, the two tv
>uzzle was contained in the concluding accord
s: Out
ce have I.in a brood of twenty. the he

i? Though smart as any two!"
2 worr

intly explained, the rooster claims a roy- ,give d
for scratching, and the hen a half of ,eral pihatching, which leaves just twenty-five , ,triple r
Ired to be divided among the brood of .the fol
le agnostic friend, however, claims to be .

______ scribir

moyne

AN AGE RIDDLE IN
RHYME. »

L/J ERE is an odd little piece of dog- T
gerel which appeared in the A

* * Gentleman's Magazine a hun- T
dred and fifty years ago, which gave F
rise to considerable discussion. CoruU
respondents seem to have been pretty
evenly divided between those who sPea^'
claimed that there were several an- (,
swers and such as maintained that the A
problem was unsolvable: E
When first the marriage knot was tied
Betwixt my wife and me

\fv ncra a d hprs 11a far exceed

As three times three does three; D

But when ten years and half ten years
We man and wife had been. ^

Iler age came up as near to .mine
^ As twice four is to sixteen. A
- Sow, tell pie. Captain David Gray. I pray. A
h What were our ages on the wedding day? A
r (David Gray was a noted writer on H

J. mathematical subjects who lived at which
that time.) concei

?SrRsuS. HOW THE E<
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tE POULTRY AND I \J without an illustn
RE-ESTABLISHED paradoxical problen

on false reasoning or logic
the ancient Greek and E|

I osophers; so we will take
that well-known story of
that lost a good meal by pi
generally accredited to Ae:
He tells how a crocodik

. . just swallowed a nurse m;

preparing to eai the chil£
Ing relish to a m(

|| dressed by the frantic Kg.;
er, who prom^ed to giveIk little slaves o^ the morrow
odile would .jpare her chil
"Couldr-t think of such

I m tion," sa^ the cruel mon
will te'i you what I willM agree t-> return the kid if y

K tion a'iy proposition wtiich
y, accert if I wanted to."

It was a very common tl
m/is to converse 'n those d

to "rar,

I tlIlous about keeping- thei

^ *fj/- l the conceited crocodile h£

j that he was fairly corner*

mother exclaimed: "Thei
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'ROBLCM
is Puzzle Will Intei
Everu Young Man Wfi
Ever Bought a Lobsre
ana every oin wno lev *

Ate One.
as the "American system."

ing a debate regarding the placing of a tax upon tht.
ost of raw material a Representative of one of the
n States wished to know how they would calculat
st cost of the lobster, which was doubtless an in
t branch of Eastern commerce, and the phrase t \

one of Ridicule against the protectionists.
dng mastered the historical features of the proble
nowi discuss the puzzle, which seems to have i

1 unanswered for nearly three-quarters of a centur
is to get at the first cost of a lobster. The informamnotbe obtained in the ordinary way, because their
:>n makes the dealers sell-fish (N. B..That is a joke),
y give nothing away.
I could discover was contained in the fact that the
tl lobster catchers receive as much for six dozen
s as they get lobsters for thirty-two shillings. The rm,therefore, remains as of yore, What is the first
f a lobster? A prize of $5 will be paid for the best
r received within twotweeks. SAM LOYD, New York
q. *,

VERY PUZZLING REAL ESTATE DEAL.
MAN and his wife agreed to purchase a house wltk
meir joint money, Dut wnen it came to tne questionof taking the property, which was to cost
the wife insisted that the title should be made in

me, whereupon the husband got angry and said: "If
ill loan me two-thirds of your money I will have
lough to buy the property myself." "I will do no

hing," replied the good wife. "It was agreed that
use was to be mine, but if you will contribute threersof what money you have I will furnish the rest."
question is to tell just how much each of them had.

ttye Surprised
aart as any two," which led some of our mathemat

iendsinto the error of thinking that he would get
/entieths of twenty-five, and who gave their answers

ingiy.
of every 84 worms caught the rooster would get 42.
n 21, the irrepressible little reformer 2, and each of
neteen others but 1. The answer therefore would be
ns o^Jt of every 84, or 1 out of every 42, which would
ut half a worm to each of the other litfle chicks. Sevrzzlistsare to be complimented upon discovering the
>f the problem, and I shall divide the prize between
llowing two correspondents for the clever way of deip-thp twn nriswprR MRS WTT.T.T AM TPT'MTr r\f t.n.

, Pa., says:
tie little discontented chicken would merely get his dne,
or in the share of good things he gets one In forty-two.
'here Pater's halves and Mater's quarters
eft ten and one-half for sons and daughters.
his chick, who ate like two, would run

nd make their shares like twenty-on'
hen, slyly, with his worm, he'd laugh,
or the slower chicks would get hut half."

RDON GORDON, a letter carrier of Trov N. Y««
3 as follows for the rest of the brood:
3f chickens all there were twenty-two.
ounting Daddy and our Mother,
11 happy as larks which sing in the sky,
xceptlng our one selfish brother.
or when we were fed with good things to eat,
>addy, for his share, took half of the meat,
ividlng the rest, in two piles so mat.
rhy, what was our chance with that brother.
'ho always got two while we got 01 e?
is two and our nineteen made twenty-one,
nd as dad got the same, so what could we do,
nd so dad got the same, so what could we do.
s twice forty-two is Id all eighty fi ur?
e got just two out of that, and no more."
answer tallies with the other as far as worms ara

ned.

3YPTIAN WOMAN SAVED
HEP CHILD.
is complete had to give back the child, and if ha

ation of the did not accept the proposition he
is, based up- would not be fulfilling his boastful of:,ascribed to fer and would be compelled to restore
jyptian phil- the child according to the terms of his
as a sample agreement. The more he looked at it,
the crocodile the more his eyes got twisted, which
lying smart, accounts for crocodiles being so crosseyed.
3°P- This can hardly be looked upon as a
i which had puzzle which calls for an explanation
aid and was or answer, and yet it is interesting
as a finish- as ke'ng the original of a species of

.
r V paradoxical logic upon which many

ra was au- "(\piexing queries have been based.
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5E THAT YOU LET ME KEEP MY CHILD."


